
 

 The NYS DEC recently announced a new initiative, 

designed to improve water quality by planting seedlings 

near stream beds, rivers or lakes. Qualifying landowners 

may apply for a free bag of 25 tree and shrub seedlings to 

help stabilize banks, decrease erosion, protect water 

quality, and improve wildlife habitat. 

 

Details: Each "Buffer in a Bag" contains a variety of 25 

native trees and shrubs, approximately 1 to 2 feet in 

height. Plants will be available in late April or early May 

and must be planted or put into cold storage within one 

day of being received. 

 

Who is Eligible?   

Anyone who owns at least 50 feet of land along a NYS 

waterbody. 
• You must provide photos and information 

indicating where the trees will be planted. 

  
• The trees and shrubs must be planted within a 

riparian area within 300 feet of a waterbody. 

The planting area should not be separated 

from waterbody by a road, structure, storm 

water pond, or other man-made feature that 

would prevent the buffer from functioning. 

Stormwater ponds, drainage ditches, or other 

man-made structures are not eligible. 

  
• Recipients will be contacted in roughly 5 years to 

submit progress reports and pictures of your 

buffer's growth. 

 

How do I apply?  Supplies are limited and recipients are 

selected first-come, first-served, so apply 

early! Landowners or groups interested in applying should 

complete and submit an application.  Applications must be 

submitted by April 3, 2019 and may be printed from the 

NYS DEC website:   

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/bufferbaga

pp.pdf 

  

  

 

What is a Buffer? 

A buffer is a vegetated area on either side of a 

waterway. When functioning properly, buffers 

protect the waterbody from the impacts of human 

activity. Buffers can differ greatly, ranging from 

flat floodplains to steep gorges. 

 

 

 

What are the benefits of buffers?  A healthy 

buffer improves water quality by slowing runoff, 

filtering pollution, preventing soil erosion, 

contributing essential nutrients to the food chain 

through leaf litter, providing woody debris for in-

stream habitat, and shading the stream to keep 

waters cool. Buffers also absorb and slow flood 

waters, which protects property and human 

safety. 

 

Property owners can protect Seneca Lake by 

allowing native trees, shrubs and vegetation to 

grow. The roots will hold stream banks and 

absorb flood waters. You can give your buffer a 

chance to revegetate and become healthy by 

reducing lawn areas and pavement, and 

removing grazing animals and invasive species 

from stream-side areas.  For more information 

visit the NYS DEC website. 

 

 

https://senecalake.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7125a1c4f6fa8c794517f0e20&id=d1fc8a095e&e=09276c5f27
https://senecalake.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7125a1c4f6fa8c794517f0e20&id=d1fc8a095e&e=09276c5f27
https://senecalake.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7125a1c4f6fa8c794517f0e20&id=9f1c91c111&e=09276c5f27

